Ultrasound appearance of decidual reaction in the uterus during normal pregnancy.
The sonographic appearance of the decidual changes undergone by the uterus during normal pregnancy is described in 88 ultrasound examinations on 75 obstetrical patients. The relation of these decidual changes to the site of placental implantation and their preferential location in the posterior uterus suggests that they represent a combination of choriodecidual sinuses and prominent draining uterine veins. The decidual reaction is most prominent between 18 and 32 weeks with a decline near term. There is also a wide variation in the extent of decidual reaction during normal pregnancy preventing its use as a sensitive indicator of normal versus abnormal pregnancy.